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he Clottiers CASE truly Stated, 
FVith an Anſwer tothe REASONS apainſt the Bill for the Encouragement of the VYoollen- 


7A / j 
[AmnfaGure, Humbly offered to the Parkiament. 


A —\HE Clothier is brought under a Neceſlity of employing a Factor or a Packer in the Sale of hi 
Cloth in the City of London ; the Sale of Merchants Cloth being wholly drawn from he Publick 
Market of Blackwell-Hall into private Houſes : And all the Windows of the ſaid Hall are taken up by 


Factors , that rhe Clothier hath no convenient place to ſhew or (ell his Cloth tro Woollen-Dra. 


ars. Cc. 

F This Alteration in Trade hath brought on a long Credit with Cloth, fix Months, nine, and twelve Months. hath 
impoveriſhed the Clothiers in twenty or thirty Years above ftxty thouland Pounds in Loſles, by broken Factors 
hath occaſioned three times that Value in bad Debts from Buyers of Cloth ; the Price of Cloth hath been broughr 
down from nine Shillings a Yard to fix ; which hath had as proportionable Effect upon the Price of Wooll, and 
conſequently upon Land : "This long Credit hath likewiſe neceflitated the Clothiers to pay their Work-People 
with Commodities ; which hath impoveriſhed the Manufacturers to far, that many Pariſhes now pay three times as 
much to the Relief of their Poor as was paid twenty Or thirty years ſince ; which is well known to Gentlemen thar 
live in Clothing Parts. : 

As Cloth is now ſold by Factors and Packers, who act for the Intereſt of the Merchant, they may as eaſily get 
a greater Share of the Country-Gentleman's Eſtate, and bring down the Price of Wooll to twelve Shillings a 
Tod. 

If the Merchant had not an advantage by the Sale of Cloth in private Houſes, he would ſoon find out the Clo- 
thier, and encourage the publick Market of Blackwell-Hall, where all Cloth ought to be brought, and there ſold. 


The Deſign of the firſt Paragraph of the Bill is to prevent Deceir, that deceittul Cloth made of Pinions and 
Noyles, &c. ſhould nor be lo}d tor Cloth made of perfect Fleece-Wooll ; and ſince it is not eafie to know ir, the 
marking of ſuc Cloth is 25 reaſonable as that of Plate. 

If fach Cloth be mark'd, ir doth not follow that it will be unvendable, as is ailedged, no more than the worſt 
ſor: of Colcheſter Bays, call'd Currs, and Rents, are leſs vendable than the belt, called Crown-Bays, tho ar a lels Price ; | 
'tis reaſonable as well as juſt, that Cloth ſhould be fold according to its real Goodnels. 

The Bill giveth a Permiſſion to make broad Woollen-Cloch of Pinions, or Noyles, e&c. with a diſtin&@ion ; which 
by the 21 of Jac. 1. <<. 18, now in force, is wholly prohibited under the Forfeiture of five Pounds for every ſuch 
Cloth, and a larger Power given to Churchwardens and Overſeers by the ſaid Aetrhaan by the Bill. 

Was the Proot of Pinion Cloth truly examined amongſt our Soldiery, who now wear too much of it, there 
would be need of no more Argument to mark it. 

Lambs-Wooll, and Vell-Wooll, which 1s likewiſe prohibited by the ſaid Act, is uſually ſold for Flannels and 
Stockins, and more proper than for Broad-Cloth. 

It is not the Deſign of the Clothiers of Gloce(terfhire to get the Bill paſs by Surprize, ic being the Senſe of much 
the oreater number of Clothiers of the other Counties. 

The Blackwell-Hall Factors are the Clothiers Servants, they paying them, and all the Duties of the Hall : If they 
think it not convenient to employ them, tis as reaſonable for them to turn them off as any other Maſter their Ser- 
vants; and the Rights and Priviledges of Engliſhmen will not be deſtroyed thereby : Bur ic will be very hard tone- 
ceſlitate a Maſter to keep his Servant that he thinks not proper for him, and is richer chan himſelf, which is the Clo-. 
thiers Caſe. | | 

The Bill provides to ſend up Factors out of the Country, (where there is occaſion) that m1y be more under their 
Management than the preſent Factors who are become their Maſters : So that there will be i:. inconveniency to Clo- 
thiers that live remote from London, and may think Factors neceſlary for the Management of their Trades. 

The Gloceſterſhire Clothiers have a place to unload their Cloth, but the Windows, and moſt convenient places are 
raken up by Factors. = | E 

The marking of Broad-Cloth with the Letters WW crown d, is to ſhew that the ſame is made of perfect Fleece- 
Wooll, as it was done in the Reigns of Edward the Sixth and others; ſo no new thing. 

Ic was uſual formerly for Clothiers to have a particular Mark (as the Law requires) when they made good 
Cloth ; bur ſince this deceitful Cloth hath been made, Marks have been alter'd to put it off. 

The Statute-book is full of the Lengths and Breadths of Cloth, which hath many times been alterd. The 
Lengths propos'd in the Bill relates to Long-Cloths, and not Short-Cloths, and fo will not affect thoſe places mentio- 
ned.in the Reaſons againſt the Bill. | | 

"Tis very evident, That the Rents of Land is very much fallen within theſe forty Years ; at which time the Sale of 


Cloch by Factors, as well as Fat Cartle and Sheep was very rare, or {carce known in the City of Lendon. 
Ic ſeems reaſonable at this time, when Taxes are ſo great (though neceſſary for our Defence) to enquire into the 


Faulcs of the decay of the Clothing-Trade. 


